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Teaching Philosophy Statement 

I teach the development of human potential through music. I do this by 
expanding students’ awareness of their actions; by giving them more and more 
options to choose from; and by providing them with the means, and therefore the 
freedom, to match inner intentions with outer results. 

The antithesis of my ideal is for students simply to follow instructions and to play 
a piece of music as if performing a trick. The objective is to make music 
consciously and responsively. I will tell students that there is nothing wrong with 
the way that they play a piece, unless they only know one way to play it.

Some people teach the subject and others teach the student; I am among the 
latter. There are standard skills that everybody needs in order to play the piano; 
but beyond that, my concern is the individual musicality of the students, their 
personal goals and desires, and their musical instincts and preferences. What 
interests me most about my students are the things that I never taught them.

And yet, a teacher has to know something more about a student than the student 
knows. A capable teacher sees a student’s potential, predicts what the student’s 
future musical self can be, and prescribes the next steps to take in order to 
become that.

I don’t repeat the same lesson to different students. It’s important to adapt to a 
student’s predominant mode of learning and processing information, and it’s 
important to meet them at their level of comprehension. I think that being a 
teacher means that you can teach anybody. You just have to figure out how 
people learn.

Ultimately, the goal of lessons is to eliminate the need for a teacher. I want 
students to develop critical thinking and to generate their own motivation for their 
performance based on self-reflection and informed understanding. They should 
speak the truth through their instrument about their own purposes and feelings. 
I am there to clarify, guide, and set an example.


